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Smart Grids, Messy Society? An evaluation of the implementation of 
smart grids in Australia  
 

1. Background 
This information sheet is for participants in the Tasmanian Off Grid Households survey.  
Participants in the survey include anyone living in Tasmania in a property which does not 
have a connection to the electricity grid network, including members of The Living Off Grid 
Tasmania online community as well as others identified by peers and word-of-mouth.  

This survey forms part of a wider project called ‘Smart Grids, Messy Society? An evaluation 
of the implementation of smart grids in Australia’. The research is about the use of new 
technologies, such as smart meters and battery storage, that allow utility infrastructures to 
operate as smart grids.  It is a social science research project, examining how learning is 
taking place from the early implementation of smart grids in Australia, and with what effect. 

The research is being conducted by Associate Professor Heather Lovell, School of Social 
Sciences, University of Tasmania (UTAS). It is funded by the Australian Research Council, 
under its Future Fellowship Program. 

2. What is the purpose of the off grid households survey? 
The survey’s overall aim is to find out who is living off grid in Tasmania, as there is little data 
currently available. It also aims to explore motivations for living off grid and your experiences 
of it. 

3. Why have I been invited to participate? 
You have been invited to participate because you are living in a property that is off the 
electricity grid in Tasmania.  

Please note that your involvement with this study is entirely voluntary.  There are no 
consequences if you decide not to participate and that this will not affect, for example, your 
relationship with The Living Off Grid Tasmania online community or UTAS. 

4. What will I be asked to do? 
You are being asked to answer questions in an online survey. The questions should take 
approximately 10 minutes to answer. These questions are about your home and your 
motivations and experiences living off grid.  

At the end of the survey you will be asked if you are willing to be contacted for follow-up 
research, which would take the form of a short interview. If you agree to this additional 
research interview then you will be contacted directly to make arrangements. The interview 
will either be over the telephone or in person at your home, according to your preference. If 
at your home then permission may be asked to take photographs, for which you would be 
asked to give additional consent. 
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5. Are there any possible benefits from participation in this study? 
There are likely to be wider benefits from your participation in the study, in terms of 
developing a better understanding of the off grid households in Tasmania, and more widely 
across Australia.  

6. Are there any possible risks from participation in this study? 
There are no foreseeable risks from taking part in the study. 

7. What if I change my mind during or after the study? 
You are free to withdraw at any time, and you can do so without providing an explanation. 

If you choose to withdraw then any data associated with you will be removed from the study, 
unless it has already been anonymised or published.  

8. What will happen to the information when this study is over? 
The raw data (survey responses) will be kept for a minimum of five years from the date of 
first publication. It will be kept in secure filing systems at UTAS, and also (in anonymised 
format) within the Australian Research Council secure database.  

The project data will be treated in a confidential manner at all times. 

9. How will the results of the study be published? 
The study findings will be disseminated via a mix of academic publications (e.g. journal 
papers) and short briefings and reports. Survey participants will be able to access these 
findings by emailing Associate Professor Lovell at the email address given below. You will 
not be identifiable in any publication of the survey results. Timetables for academic 
publishing are slow: any journal papers are likely to not be available until late 2016 at the 
earliest. There is a website associated with the project, which you will be able to access by 
following this link: http://www.utas.edu.au/social-sciences/people/sociolology-and-sw-
profiles/heather-lovell 

10. What if I have questions about this study? 
Please contact Assoc Prof Heather Lovell at the University of Tasmania, either by phone or 
email:  tel: ++61 (0)3 6226 7243; email: Heather.Lovell@utas.edu.au 

This study has been approved by the Tasmanian Social Sciences Human Research Ethics 
Committee. If you have concerns or complaints about the conduct of this study, please 
contact the Executive Officer of the HREC (Tasmania) Network on +61 3 6226 6254 or email 
human.ethics@utas.edu.au. The Executive Officer is the person nominated to receive 
complaints from research participants. Please quote ethics reference number H15256. 

 


